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Shortly  after  the  announcement  in  our  last  issue  about  the  Eldon  Racks 
we  had  a  breathless  phone  call  from  them  which  was  a  sort  of  mixture 
of  happiness  and  panic.  It  seems  that  they  were  caught  pretty  well  off 
balance  by  the  flood  of  orders  and  inquiries  they  received.  By  the  time 
this  issue  comes  to  you,  they  will  probably  be  caught  up.  We  have  had 
nice  letters  from  many  of  you,  even  phone  calls  telling  us  how  much  you 
like  the  idea  of  tailor-made  display  racks  for  the  Whitman  Coin  Folders, 
Albums  and  Books,  available  as  standard  items. 

It  begins  to  look  as  though  we  really  stirred  tilings  up  when  we  an¬ 
nounced  the  35  cent  coin  folders  for  the  British  farthings,  halfpennies  and 
pennies.  Pete  Foerster  is  going  around  mumbling  to  himself  something 
to  the  cfTcct  that  he  should  have  ordered  twice  as  great  a  quantity.  He 
has  already  scheduled  a  re-run,  so  please  be  patient,  if  you  were  not  one 
of  the  first  to  get  your  order  in. 

March  is  “pricing  month”  for  the  Red  Book  and  Blue  Book.  The  con¬ 
tributors’  committee  and  your  editors  will  have  spent  many  hours  in  se¬ 
clusion  on  this  annual,  painstaking  task.  We  hope  our  interpretations 
will  be  reasonably  close  to  the  market  for  standard  and  premium  values 
for  the  coming  year.  The  new  GUIDE  BOOK  (Red  Book)  is  due  in 
June,  the  HANDBOOK  (Blue  Book)  in  August. 

We  have  considerable  difficulty  reconciling  the  distressing  news  about 
recession  in  the  public  print  with  the  steady  surge  of  business  we  and 
our  dealer  friends  arc  enjoying.  The  demand  for  hobby  items  and  coin 
accessories  in  particular  is  happily  traveling  an  upward  curve.  We  don’t 
claim  to  be  economists,  but  it  could  be  that  leisure  time  activities  are 
recession-proof.  Perhaps  hobbies  arc  too  basic  a  part  of  our  lives  to  turn 
off  and  on  with  the  day  to  day  news  about  the  business  climate.  A  man 
temporarily  idle  can  keep  his  life  outlook  in  focus  when  he  can  sub¬ 
merge  himself  in  his  personal  hobby,  What  do  you  think? 

R.  S.  Yeoman 

Vice-President  and  General  Manager  Coin  Supply  Division 


MONEYS  OF  THE  BIBLE 


The  newest  addition  to  the  Whitman 
Coin  Reference  Series  is  uniform  in 
size  and  appearance  with  each  of  the 
previous  volumes  in  this  popular  group. 
It  has  sixty-four  pages  with  flexible 
gold  stamped  cover,  7 x  5 J4",  and 
will  sell  for  $1.00.  Coin  collectors,  Bible 
students  and  the  laymen  will  all  find 
this  book  enjovable  and  informative. 

MONEYS  OF  THE  BIBLE  by  R.  S. 
Yeoman  is  a  sort  of  digest  of  the  coinage 
.of  Biblical  times.  It  is  not  intended  to 
rbe  an  exhaustive  monograph  complete 
with  minute  technical  details  of  the 
early  coinages. 

It  is  hoped,  rather,  to  be  preliminary 


to  many  standard  references  on  this  sub¬ 
ject  which  are  usually  written  for  those 
students  who  are  already  advanced  in 
the  science  of  Biblical  Numismatics. 
Technical  information  in  Latin,  Greek 
and  Hebrew,  will  not  be  found  here, 
for  it  will  be  assumed  that  the  reader 
is  not  familiar  with  those  tongues.  All 
translations  of  legends  and  the  like  are 
stated  in  English  and  the  illustrations, 
though  the  coins  are  crude  in  many 
instances,  will  carry  the  identification 
features  for  the  reader. 

The  purpose  of  this  work  is  to  en¬ 
courage  the  novice  to  know  his  Biblical 
coins,  as  well  as  his  Bible,  a  little  better. 


Perhaps  a  desire  for  further  knowledge 
will  prompt  the  novice  to  become  a 
student  in  either  or  both  avenues.  Foot¬ 
notes  have  been  dispensed  with;  aca¬ 
demic  style  has  been  eliminated  and 
untranslated  classical  references  have 
not  been  considered  for  this  modest 
work.  When  Biblical  passages  arc  men¬ 
tioned,  they  are  at  the  same  time 
quoted.  Where  coins  are  described,  they 
arc  then  and  there  illustrated.  In  short, 
this  is  an  outline  of  sorts,  but  not  a 
skeleton;  a  reference  book  rather  than 
a  narrative.  We  intend  that  no  weari¬ 
some  word  age  will  slow  the  progress  of 
the  reader. 

The  compiler  has  a  typical  reader  in 
mind  who  may  be  described  somewhat 
as  follows:  He  may  be  a  person  of  av¬ 
erage  means  who  has  a  limited  lay¬ 
man's  knowledge  of  the  Bible.  He  may 
be  a  Church-school  leader  who  desires 
to  demonstrate  well-known  scriptural 
passages  with  the  only  probable  con- 
temporary  Biblical  object — a  coin.  He 
may  be,  like  the  compiler,  a  coin  col¬ 
lector  who  occasionally  is  called  before 
religious  groups  for  a  lecture  on  money 
of  the  Holy  Land.  The  reader  may  sim¬ 
ply  be  one  who  desires  a  new  numis¬ 
matic  field  of  interest. 

The  handy  index  makes  this  book  a 
useful  source  of  reference  material  and 
an  excellent  guide  to  this  always  pop¬ 
ular  subject.  Beginners  as  well  as  ad¬ 
vanced  collectors  will  want  to  have  this 
necessary  book. 


COMING  SOON 
MARK 

YOUR  CALENDAR 


A  CATALOG  OF  MODERN 
WORLD  COINS  by  R.  S.  Yeoman 
— the  new  fourth  edition  of  this  jx>p- 
ular  reference  book  is  slated  for  re¬ 
lease  during  the  first  part  of  April. 
See  story  on  page  three  of  this  issue 
for  complete  details. 

No  other  new  items  arc  scheduled  for 
immediate  release.  The  presses  will 
be  kept  busy  for  a  while  now  grind¬ 
ing  out  the  15th  edition  of  the 
GUIDE  BOOK  so  that  they  will  be 
ready  by  June  20,  the  traditional  re¬ 
lease  date. 


IN  THE 

PLANNING 

STAGE 


"Coins  of  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Virgin 
Islands,”  by  Maurice  Gould — Being 
planned  for  the  Coin  Reference 
Series  as  a  companion  to  the  Alas¬ 
kan.  Hawaiian  and  Philippine  books. 
Look  for  this  one  soon. 

“Pageant  of  World  Commemorative 
Coins”  their  meaning  and  symbol¬ 
ism — by  Thomas  W.  Becker.  An  in¬ 
formative  l>ook  on  a  popular  field  of 
collecting.  Fully  illustrated.  Should 
be  in  print  by  mid  1961. 

“Commemorative  U.  S.  Coins,”  by  Arlic 
Slabaugh — Parts  of  this  have  already 
appeared  in  the  Numismatic  Scrap¬ 
book  Magazine.  Publication  in  book 
form  should  make  it  a  ‘standard’ 
on  the  subject  for  many  years  to 
come. 

“The  Fantastic  History  of  the  1804 
Dollars,”  by  Walter  Breen,  Eric  P. 
Newman.  Ken  Bressett  and  Lynn 
Glaser — The  basic,  .research  is  nearly 
completed.  This  book  will  give  com¬ 
plete  information  on  the  most  mis¬ 
understood  anti  controversial  coin 
in  the  United  States  scries. 

“The  U.  S. — Philippine  Coin  Book,” 
by  Neil  Shafer — This  has  started  to 
run  in  serial  form  in  the  Numismatic 
Scrapbook.  Will  be  added  to  the 
$1.00  Coin  Reference  Scries  as  soon 
as  possible. 

"Misstruck  Coins,”  by  Cliarles  Schcr- 
merhorn — Getting  this  book  ready 
is  a  long  hard  process.  The  finished 
results  will  lx-  worth  waiting  for. 
Look  for  it  sometime  during  1961. 


ROYAL  GREEK 
PORTRAIT  COINS 

With  the  publication  of  ROYAL 
GREEK  PORTRAIT  COINS  bv  E.  T. 
Newell,  WHI  TMAN  marks  a  slight  de¬ 
parture  from  its  usual  practice  of  bring¬ 
ing  out  NEW  books  for  coin  collec¬ 
tors.  ROYAL  GREEK  PORTRAIT 
COINS  is  a  familiar  OLD  book — long 
a  favorite  among  collectors  of  Ancient 
coins. 


The  book  has  proven  itself  to  be  a 
classic  ever  since  it  was  first  published 
in  1937.  Because  of  the  ever  increasing 
number  of  collectors  of  Ancient  coins, 
WHITMAN  has  purchased  the  rights 
to  this  important  book  from  the  Waytc 
Raymond  estate  and  has  now  reprinted 
the  book  to  make  it  once  again  avail¬ 
able  to  students  all  over  the  world. 

What  makes  a  book  a  “classic”?  Is 
it  the  way  in  which  it  is  written?  Is  it 
tlie  popularity  of  the  subject?  Is  it  the 
impressions  left  with  the  reader?  Ot¬ 
is  it  the  pleasant  relaxation  achieved 
while  reading  a  worthwhile  piece  of 
literature? 

Whatever  a  person’s  reason  is  for 
reading  a  numismatic  book,  he  will 
find  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  in 
pemsing  this  work  by  the  dean  of  An¬ 
cient  coins,  Edward  1'.  Newell.  In  this 
book,  the  late  Mr.  Newell  shows  not 
only  that  he  Ls  a  master  of  the  subject, 
but  also  that  he  has  that  all-too-rarc 
quality  of  being  able  to  present  the 
story  on  an  enjoyable  level  of  reading. 

You  immediately  gain  an  under¬ 
standing  of  the  ancient  people  who  used 
these  beautiful  coins  and  through  learn¬ 
ing  facts  about  die  rulers  who  issued 
them,  one  cannot  help  but  better  ap¬ 
preciate  the  fascinating  field  of  Ancient 
Greek  coins. 

Both  advanced  students  and  collec¬ 
tors  with  only  a  slight  urge  to  know- 
more  about  this  always  enticing  subject 
will  readily  see  why  the  book  has  been 
a  classic  ever  since  it  was  first  pub¬ 
lished  in  1937. 


Long  out  of  print,  this  book  is  on 
the  want  list  of  an  entire  new-  genera¬ 
tion  of  collectors.  Through  modem  pro¬ 
duction  methods,  WHITMAN  is  able 
to  retain  the  original  1937  publisher’ 
price  of  $2.50.  The  hard  cover,  128 
page  book  has  been  completely  reset  in 
new-  type  and  all  of  the  illustrations 
have  been  placed  in  the  text  which  is  a 
great  improvement  over  the  full  page 
plates  of  the  first  edition. 


The  attractive  counter  displayer  shown 
here  is  currently  being  distributed 
through  this  office  to  all  WHITMAN 
coin  supply  jobbers.  The  sturdy  card¬ 
board  stand  can  be  shipped  fiat;  it 
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opens  into  an  easel  type  display  unit 
that  holds  a  single  Bookshelf  album  and 
boldly  announces  (in  four  color  Dayglo 
printing)  the  prices  and  all  of  the  im¬ 
portant  features  of  these  popular  new 
albums. 

No  charge  is  made  for  these  valuable 
sales  aids.  Jobbers  are  invited  to  order 
a  suitable  quantity  to  take  care  of  their 
immediate  needs.  Dealers  should  re¬ 
quest  these  displayers  directly  through 
their  local  WHITMAN  jobbers  and  not 
from  the  WHITMAN  COMPANY. 

At  the  time  this  is  being  written,  a 
total  of  twenty-five  of  the  most  popular 
numbers  are  available  in  the  Bookshelf 
album  series.  If  production  continues  at 
the  present  rate  all  of  the  48  dilTerent 
albums  should  be  in  stock  within 
days.  New  albums  are  being  shipped  t<^^R 
WHITMAN  jobbers  approximately 
every  two  weeks. 

The  new  British  coin  albums  have 
been  selling  like  hot  cakes.  The  market 


is  being  studied  to  determine  if  a  simi¬ 
lar  popularity  also  exists  for  the  British 
silver  coins.  These  folders,  too,  could 
he  made  if  there  is  enough  demand  for 
them. 

Apparently  the  Eldon  display  racks 
for  Whitman  Coin  Supplies  were  “just 
what  die  doctor  ordered.”  Nearly  every¬ 
one  has  expressed  their  satisfaction  with 
them.  One  aggressive  dealer  (Anderson 
News  Company  of  Florence,  Alabama) 
has  offered  to  supply  free  display  racks 


to  his  accounts  ordering  $50  or  more  in 
WHITMAN  merchandise.  His  ad  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  recent  issue  of  Coin  World. 

Please  remember  that  dealers  should 
order  these  racks  through  their  jobbers. 
WHITMAN  jobbers  must  order  the 
racks  directly  from  the  manufacturer, 
Eldon  Manufacturing  and  Engineering 
Company,  6547  West  State  Street,  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wisconsin,  and  not  through 
this  office. 

With  the  accent  on  Civil  War  items 


during  this  centennial  year,  don't  over¬ 
look  the  sales  potential  of  the  following 
items:  CONFEDERATE  STATES 
PAPER  MONEY  by  Arlic  Slabaugh: 
PATRIOTIC  CIVIL  WAR  TOKENS 
by  George  and  Melvin  Fuld;  and  the 
number  9254  large  size  acetate  currency 
holders  that  are  just  the  right  size  to 
hold  and  protect  Confederate  currency. 
Several  other  new  “Civil  War”  items 
arc  being  planned  for  release  later  this 
year. 


NEW  FOURTH  EDITION  CATALOG  OF  MODERN  WORLD  COINS 


By  the  time  that  this  issue  of  the  Mer¬ 
chandiser  reaches  you,  the  fourth  edi¬ 
tion  of  A  CATALOG  OF  MODERN 
WORLD  COINS  will  be  finished  and 
ready  for  distribution.  This  new  edition, 
like  previous  editions,  deals  with  the 
coins  of  all  countries,  in  all  metals,  is¬ 
sued  during  approximately  the  past 
100  years. 

The  revisions  in  the  fourth  edition 
have  been  numerous.  Specialists  from 
all  over  the  world  have  offered  sugges¬ 
tions  to  improve  the  book  and  make  it 
more  accurate  and  more  useful.  Many 
significant  new  coins  have  been  issued 
during  the  past  two  years  largely  due 
to  currency  revaluations  in  several  coun¬ 
tries  and  the  creation  of  a  few  new 
countries.  New  coins  of  the  Papal 
States,  France  and  French  colonics, 
British  colonics,  new  African  countries 
and  even  the  latest  1961  Russian  coins 
are  all  listed  and  pictured  in  this 
edition. 

All  of  the  coins  are  grouped  by 
metallic  content,  design  (type)  and  de¬ 


nomination.  Each  coin  type  is  identi¬ 
fied  by  catalog  number,  denomination 
and  date  or  dates  of  issue.  An  estimated 
value  is  given  for  each  type  and  de¬ 
nomination.  One  index  lists  all  of  the 
countries  covered  in  the  book  while 
another JWdex  lists  every  coin  denom¬ 
ination  and  the  various  countries  that 
issue  these  coins — a  handy  innovation 
that  helps  even  the  novice  collector  to 
quickly  identify  his  foreign  coins. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  MOD¬ 
ERN  WORLD  COINS  is  the  only  such 
catalog  on  die  market  today.  It  has 
received  complete  acceptance  by  the 
collecting  fraternity  and  is  used  as  a 
standard  reference  guide  all  over  the 
world.  It  has  now  replaced  the  older 
Wayte  Raymond  books  covering  the 
19th  and  20th  century  coins  of  the 
world.  The  Wayte  Raymond  foreign 
publications,  as  you  may  recall,  were 
purchased  by  WHITMAN  PUBLISH¬ 
ING  COMPANY  in  1957.  Parts  of  the 
Modern  World  Coin  Book  are  based 
on  these  former  standard  reference 


guides. 

The  price  of  the  new  edition  will  be 
$4.00,  the  same  as  in  the  past.  The 
book  has  a  sturdy  sewed  binding  and 
special  soil  resistant  cover.  Modem 
WHITMAN  production  methods  ac¬ 
count  for  being  able  to  produce  this 
512  page  book  covering  such  a  vast 
subject  at  such  a  nominal  price. 

Amazing  as  it  seems,  the  entire  512 
page  Modern  World  Coin  book  is 
printed  on  only  four  enormous  sheets 
of  paper.  Each  sheet  contains  128  pages 
— 64  on  each  side  of  the  sheet.  The  ac- 
com|>anying  picture  shows  Ed  Rochctte. 
assistant  editor  of  the  Numismatic  News 
of  Iola,  Wisconsin,  being  shown  the 
press  operation  by  R.  S.  Yeoman,  au¬ 
thor  of  the  World  Coin  book. 

The  Smyth  sewing  machine  that  sews 
the  four  individual  “signatures”  to¬ 
gether  to  make  a  complete  book  is 
shown  below,  being  discussed  by  R.  S. 
Yeoman  and  'l  oin  Fruit  of  Numismatic 
News  during  his  recent  visit  to  the 
WHITMAN  plant. 


Smyth  Sewing  machine  operator  i* 
shown  here  sewing  togother  the 
different  sections  of  a  book. 


A  CATALOGUE  OF  MODERN  WORLD  COINS 
by  R.  S.  Yeoman  is  rocognized  the  world  over 
as  a  standard  guide  to  tho  subject. 


R.  S.  Yeoman  and  pressman  Mike 
Byro  discuss  Modern  World  Coin 
Book  printing  with  Ed  Rochette. 


NUMISMATIC  NEWS  STAFF 
TOURS  WHITMAN  PLANT 


On  February  15  the  WHITMAN  PUB¬ 
LISHING  COMPANY  was  visited  by 
Chet  Krause  and  his  stafT  from  the 
Numismatic  News  of  Iola,  Wisconsin. 
The  Numismatic  News  is  a  widely  read 
and  highly  respected  semimonthly  pub¬ 
lication  entirely  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  coin  collectors. 

The  purpose  of  their  visit  was  to 
view  the  Whitman  Coin  Supply  opera¬ 
tions  in  connection  with  a  story  about 
“The  World’s  Largest  Numismatic  Sup¬ 


plier”  for  publication  in  The  Numis¬ 
matic  News.  We  were,  of  course,  pleased 
to  welcome  our  neighbors  from  central 
Wisconsin  and  a  very  pleasant  morning 
was  spent  giving  them  a  “cook’s  tour” 
of  the  plant. 

In  the  course  of  this  tour  through 
the  plant  they  had  an  opportunity  to 
see  all  of  the  different  operations  in¬ 
volved  in  producing  Whitman  coin  al¬ 
bums  and  books.  The  first  stop  was  at 
the  Photographic  Department  to  pick 


R.  S.  Yeomon  i»  shown  explaining  tho  die-cutting 
operation  to  Chet  Krause  of  the  Numijmatic  News. 


up  a  staff  photographer,  then  after  a 
quick  peck  at  the  Art  Department,  we 
all  started  out  into  the  factory. 

As  usual,  all  of  the  presses,  die  cut¬ 
ters,  stitchers,  packers,  etc.,  were  in  full 
production  tirelessly  trying  to  fill  the 
needs  of  dealers  and  collectors  through¬ 
out  the  country.  The  tour  finished  with 
a  look  at  the  Univac  machines  that  so 
carefully  keep  track  of  the  financial 
end  of  the  business.  Following  tit  is  we 
all  adjourned  to  the  office  to  talk  over 
mutual  interests  and  discuss  some  of  the. 
new  WHITMAN  products.  Later,  a^ 
lunch,  Chet  Krause  told  of  his  recent 
appointment  by  President  Kennedy  to 
serve  on  the  Assay  Commission  for 
1961. 


Pictured  left  to  right  are:  Pete  Foerster  and  R.  S. 
Yeoman  of  WHITMAN;  Chet  Krause,  Ed  Rochette, 
Tom  Fruit  ond  Art  Cristoph  of  Numismotic  News 
and  Ken  Bressett  of  WHITMAN. 
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